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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
    
BOLTON ROAD Secretary:  Nancy Briggs Phone  01254 775053   
   email nanb2812@gmail.com  
    
CENTRAL:  Secretary: John East  Tel 01254 771957 
    email. johneast@centralurcdarwen.org.uk  
 
Room Lettings:   Janice Cowell Tel 01254 706379 
   email:rooms@centralurcdarwen.org.uk 
NEW CHURCH 
Stewards:   Valerie Gregory Tel 705314                   
   Jean Fish, 8 Calder Ave, Darwen.  Tel 773935 
   Karen Rowley, 2 Lyndhurst Road, Darwen.  Tel 07941 881833 
    
   
 
Room Lettings:       Marion Haslam, 4 Sunnyhurst Close, Darwen  Tel: 773633 
 
SPRING VALE 
Stewards:   Janet Ashton, 11 Knowsley Meadows, Darwen  
      Lilian Nicholson, 660 Bolton Road, Darwen 

      Chris Allan, 2 Sudell Close, Darwen 

   Irene Hindle 

   Donna Boothman 

   Julie Jones 

 

 Room Lettings: David Foster, 4 Derby Close, Darwen Tel  703858 

   email: davidfosterld@btinternet.com 

 

TRINITY, LOWER DARWEN    
Secretary:  George Grime  Tel 01254 54305 email: agandjmgrime@aol.com 
 
TOCKHOLES: Secretary:  Kathleen Knowles.   Tel 01254 706489 

 

CHURCH NEWS EDITOR    
Liz Rutherford 68 Barley Bank Street, Darwen Tel 774715 email: lizrutherford@live.co.uk 
 
FORMAL YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 
Spring Vale: Guides, Brownies, Rainbows;  New Church: Brownies, Rainbows 

 

PARENT AND TODDLER GROUPS 
Weekday Groups at Central, Spring Vale, Trinity and New Church  
 
ENQUIRIES: The Churches welcome all enquiries.  For Baptisms, Marriages and 
Funerals please contact one of the Ministers before any other arrangements are  
made.  Other enquiries may be made through the Ministers, Secretaries or Stewards.          
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"Methodist and United Reformed Church News in Darwen” 
 

Working together to learn, live, love and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

October/November 2018 
 

                                            

          BOLTON ROAD 

  

  CENTRAL 

  

  NEW CHURCH 

  

  SPRING VALE 

  

  TRINITY 

  

  TOCKHOLES 

 

 
 
MINISTERS 
 
 
Rev Louise Makin 2 Highercroft Road Lower Darwen, BB3 0QR (01254 678858) 
email: a.louise.makin@gmail.com 
 
Rev Dr. Catherine Lewis–Smith 19 Dominica Avenue, Lower Darwen BB3 0SG 
email  minister.darwen@gmail.com (01254 952558  07486 977524) 
 
 

 
 
Central Website: www.centralurcdarwen.org.uk 

Methodist Website:  www.wpmmethodist.co.uk  

mailto:Johneast@centralurcdarwen.org.uk
mailto:minister.darwen@gmail.com
http://www.wpmmethodist.co.uk
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WORSHIP FOR OCTOBER 

SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am John East: Communion 

Central 9.30am Rev Geoff Tolley: Communion           

  10.30am Danny Wilson                                              Patrick Park 

New Church 10.30am Kathryn Hodkinson 

Spring Vale 10.45am Harvest Thanksgiving 

Trinity 10.30am Doreen Goodship: Communion 

Tockholes 2.00pm George Grime: All Age Worship 

      
SUNDAY 14th OCTOBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am Doreen Goodship 

Central 10.30am Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith: Communion     Deborah Ajibola 

New Church 10.30am Rev Louise Makin: Harvest Thanksgiving 

Spring Vale 10.45am David Foster 

Trinity 10.30am Rev John Howard-Norman 

Tockholes 2.00pm Rev Terry Young 

      
SUNDAY 21st OCTOBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am George Grime 

Central 10.30am Doreen Goodship                                           John East 

New Church 10.30am At Spring Vale 

Spring Vale 10.45am Rev Louise Makin: Communion 

Trinity 10.30am Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith 

Tockholes 2.00pm Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith 

      
SUNDAY 28th OCTOBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith 

Central 10.30am Yemi Ajibola                                              Sherwan Arif 

New Church 10.30am Estelle Farnworth 
Spring Vale 10.45am Jan Jorgensen 

Trinity 10.30am Doreen Goodship 

Tockholes 2.00pm George Grime 
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BIBLE READINGS 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER 

Answer to last Word Search— New Jerusalem 

Deadline for December 2018/January 2019 magazine 
Sunday 18th November, 2018 

 
  1  2 Kings 5 
  2  2 Kings 6.1-23 
  3    Kings 9 1-16 
  4  2 Kings 9 17-end 
  5  2 Kings 12.1-19 
  6  2 Kings 17 1-23 
  7  Mark 10.2-16 
  8  2 Kings 17 24-end 
  9  2 Kings 18 1-12 
10  2 Kings 18 13-end 
11  2 Kings 19 1-19 
12  2 Kings 19 20-36 
13  2 Kings 20 
14  Mark 10 17-31 
15  2 Kings 21 1-18 
16  2 Kings 22 1 – 23.3 
17  2 Kings 23 4-25 
18  2 Kings 24. 1-17 
19  2 Kings 24 18 – 25.12 
20  2 Kings 25 22-end 
21  10 35-45 
22  Ecclesiastes 1 
23  Ecclesiastes 2 
24  Ecclesiastes 3.1-15 
25  Ecclesiastes 3.16 – 4.16 
26  Ecclesiastes 5 
27  Ecclesiastes 6 
28  Mark 10 46-end 
29  Ecclesiastes 7.1-14 
30  Ecclesiastes 7.15-end 
31  Ecclesiastes 8 

 
  1  Ecclesiastes 9 
  2  Ecclesiastes 11.1-8 
  3  Ecclesiastes 11.9-12.14 
  4  John 11.32-44 
  5  Matthew 1.18-end 
  6  Matthew 2 1-15 
  7  Matthew 2.16-end 
  8  Matthew 3 
  9  Matthew 4.1-11 
10  Matthew 4. 12-22 
11  Mark 1.14-20 
12  Matthew 4. 23 – 5.12 
13  Matthew 5. 13-20 
14  Matthew 5.21-37 
15  Matthew 5.38-end 
16  Matthew 6.1-18 
17  Matthew 6.19-end 
18  Mark 13.1-8 
19  Matthew 7.1-12 
20  Matthew 7.13-end 
21  Matthew 8 1-13 
22  Matthew 8 14-22 
23  Matthew 8 23-end 
24  Matthew 9.1-17 
25  John 18.33-37 
26  Matthew 9.18-34 
27  Matthew 9.35-10.15 
28  Matthew 10.16-33 
29  Matthew 10.34-11.1 
30  Matthew 11.2-19 
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GROUPS AT NEW CHURCH 

 

Sunday     10.30 am Sunday Service with Junior Church 

2nd Sunday in month  All Age Worship 

Monday  10 am to 12 noon Stroke Association Choir 1st Monday each month 

Monday   1.00pm to 2.30 pm Stay & Play—parents/carers, babies and toddlers 

Monday    6.15pm to 7.30 pm Rainbows 

Monday     6.30pm to 8.00 pm Brownies 

Tuesday     7.00 pm Unity Choir 

Wednesday  7.00 pm to 9.00 pm Trefoil Guild (once a month) 

Wednesday      5.00pm to 7.00 pm Weight Watchers 

Thursday      9.00 am to 11.00 am Weight Watchers 

Thursday      7.30 pm to 9.00 pm Home Group  

Friday   12.30 pm to 2.30 pm West Pennine Slings Group for parents/carers,  
babies & toddlers (for parents/carers wishing  
to know more about baby carriers and slings) 

Friday 1.00 pm—3.00 pm All-Age Drop-In Group 

Saturday  8.00 am to 10 am Weight Watchers 

Saturday 10.00 am to 3.30 pm Darwen Textile Group  2nd Sat each month 

 

Sunday 10.45 Sunday Service 
Monday Rothwell Arts 

Tuesday 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm Rainbows 
Wednesday 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm Brownies 

Wednesday  7.30 pm to 9 pm Guides 

Thursday 10.30 am to 12 noon Stay and Play 
Parent/Carers and Toddler Group. 

Thursday 1 to 3 pm Spring in Your Step Over 50’s  
Guest speakers, activities, film afternoons and games 

Friday 7 pm to 9 pm Walk this Way Choir 

Saturday 10.00 am to 1.00 pm Starlight Kids Dance and Stage School 

 

GROUPS AT SPRING VALE 
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WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 

SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith: Communion 

Central 9.30am Rev Geoff Tolley: Communion 

  10.30am Barbara Duxbury                                                        Elsa Peacock 

New Church 10.30am Charlotte Rumble 

Spring Vale 10.45am Rev Louise Makin: Communion 

Trinity 10.30am John East: Communion 

Tockholes 2.00pm John East: All Age Worship 

      
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am Doreen Goodship 

Central 10.30am Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith: Communion          Barbara Duxbury 

New Church 10.30am Rev Louise Makin: Communion 

Spring Vale 10.45am Simon Huggill 

Trinity 10.30am Colin Garley 

Tockholes 2.00pm Doreen Goodship 
      

SUNDAY 18th NOVEMBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am Barbara Duxbury 

Central 10.30am Doreen Goodship                                                      Lesley Barker 

New Church 10.30am Rev Terry Young 

Spring Vale 10.45am Bryan Lamb 

Trinity 10.30am George Grime 

Tockholes 2.00pm Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith: Communion 

      
SUNDAY 25th NOVEMBER 

Bolton Road 10.30am Rev Catherine Lewis-Smith 

Central 10.30am Barbara Duxbury                                          Adebola Laditan 

New Church 10.30am Debra Phillips 

Spring Vale 10.45am David Farnworth 

Trinity 10.30am Kathryn Hodkinson 

Tockholes 2.00pm George Grime 
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FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

SPRING VALE 

Well, we can hardly believe that we are plunging towards the end of the Year already 
and planning as a church for our Harvest Festival which will be held on the first Sunday 
of October, and indeed beyond to the Christmas period.  As we enter into this period we 
look forward to the planning. Although small in our numbers, we grow in faith together 
and have a real sense of togetherness which we feel increasingly as we meet together, 
and undertake all the tasks that are necessary to keep the Church in good order. Thank 
you, as always, to everyone who carries out the various jobs, of which there are many. 
 
We have enjoyed many lovely acts of worship over the last couple of months. It was a 
particularly special service, when Louise was able to lead us in communion for the first 
time, following her ordination.  As always, we have enjoyed the services prepared by our 
local visiting preachers. In particular we enjoyed the service led by Simon Huggill who 
roped a handful of us in to taking on acting roles, performing a play about forgiveness. 
More recently, John Venables spoke to us about the true meaning of love, and the love 
that God has for us all.  Each and every service provokes us to think a little more. 
 

Thanks must also go to Julie Claux, who recently led our Local Arrangement Service, 

and talked to us about the Methodist Homes; to learn about these was most interesting 

and, coupled with our singing lots of our favourite hymns and lovely readings, this was a 

most enjoyable service. Well done Julie and everyone who helped put the service to-

gether.  We are growing in confidence in arranging these services, and thank our wor-

ship leaders and stewards for their input; these times of worship are much enjoyed by all 

the congregation, and it is a lovely time of fellowship.  Our next Local Arrangement Ser-

vice will be our Harvest Festival and we look forward to another lovely service, to cele-

brate a special time in our Church Calendar. 

A big thank you must also go to Chris who has been carrying out the Property Quin-
quennial, no easy task, alongside all the many other jobs that he does on a regular ba-
sis.  Indeed we have a small army of volunteers who work tirelessly each week to run 
our Stay & Play group, and carry out cleaning duties, and all the other tasks that need to 
be done on a regular basis. 
 
Our Stay & Play Group meets each week on a Thursday from 10.30am – 12.00pm and 
remains very popular. In the future, Louise is planning to try and be at some of the ses-
sions to provide some craft activities, and chat to the parents and carers. The group is 
open to all, and we are always glad to welcome new children. 
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Central Flower Rota 

October 
7th ‘Memories of Belgrave’- Ken and Janet Pickering 
14th   ‘In loving memory of Joe and Olive Hargreaves’ the family 
21st ‘In memory of Mum and Dad’- Brenda Bury, Lynda Reay and family 
28th ‘In memory of Jessie and Tom Smith’ - the family 
 
November 

4th ‘In memory of Geoff and Eunice Yates’ the family 

11th ‘In memory of Edward Marsden and John Shorrock and those who lost their  

 lives in wars’. 

18th ‘In memory of Edwin and Doris Raine’ the family 

25th Maureen Ainsworth 

 

Central Coffee Rota 

October 

7th     Beryl Shaw, Annette Barker, Karen Narramore 
14th   Barbara Duxbury,  Liz Rutherford, Dorothy Yates  
21st  Janice Cowell, Elsa Peacock, Margaret East 

28th  Dorothy Yates, Mavis Aspinall, Annette Barker 

November 
4th  Beryl Slater, Lynda Reay,  Liz Rutherford 
11th  Beryl Shaw, Barbara Duxbury, Karen Narramore 
18th  Kathleen Knowles, Doreen Bannister, Margaret Burns 

25th  Janice Cowell, Elsa Peacock, Margaret East 

 

Central Communion Rota 

October 
Ken Fish, Janet Goodship, *Eileen Pye, Elsa Peacock 
November 
Karen Narramore, Danny Wilson, *Dorothy Yates 

 

*denotes who is to supply bread.  If you are not available, please arrange a replace-

ment, stroke your name out and choose an alternative month. 
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FLOWER ROTAS—OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Bolton Road Flower Rota 

October 
7th  Mr & Mrs B Wickers and family in memory of  Mum, Dad, Betty and Jack 
14th  Flower fund 
21st  Doris and Raymond Hamer and family ‘In loving memory’ 
28th  Gillian, Damien, Rhys and Lucy Curson  ‘Memories’ 

 
November 
4th  Peter and Susan Blezard and family ‘In memory of a dear mum and grandma’ 
11th  “In memory of a dear wife Evelyn” from her loving husband Mel  
18th  Janet Cooper and family ‘Memories’ 
25th  Flower fund   
 
 

Tockholes Flower Rota 

October 
7th                  Family of Kitty & John Haworth  ‘In memory’ 
14th         ‘In memory of Mr & Mrs Eli Smith & Richard’ 
 21st          Mrs J Clayton  ‘In memory of mother, Mrs G Horsfield’ 
 28th          Camille & Mark Webster ‘In memory of Mark’s Father’ 
November 
4th            Mr & Mrs R Gradwell   ‘In memory’ 
11th          Mrs K Knowles & Family  ‘In memory of Norman’ 
18th          Marlene & Derek  ‘In memory’ 
25th         VACANT 
 

 
Spring Vale Flower Rota 
October 

7th   Margaret Huggill 
14th   Susan & Geoff Kay 
21st    Jenny Atkinson 
28th   Alice Moss 
November 

4th   Julie Jones 

11th   Remembrance Sunday 

18th   TBA 

25th   Karimeh Foster 
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The Walk This Way Choir meets every Friday evening from 7.00 – 9.00pm which has 

grown tremendously and is enjoyed by its many members, and they regularly perform 

locally. If anyone is interested in joining the choir they should contact Mike Cotter on 

07903 829956 for more information. 

At this time of year we think of young people who are connected with our church, many of 
whom will have be going to new schools, starting university, and embarking on new ca-
reers.  We keep them in or prayers and wish them well. 
 

We think, too, of the family of Therese who was the conductor of the Walk this Way choir, 

and who has passed away recently; indeed her friends in the choir will miss her.  Also in 

our thoughts are Lilian and Kevin; we know that Kevin will be having some treatment in the 

near future and we hope that all goes well, and we shall hold you in our prayers.  As al-

ways, we think of Alice Moss who is unable to come to church regularly as she is still a 

little under the weather; we do miss seeing her, and thank her for the lovely flowers that 

she sends to church on a regular basis - they are a lovely reminder.                                                                   

Irene Hindle 

BOLTON ROAD 

I hope that everyone had a good summer, especially those who managed to get  
away on holiday. We would like to thank John Bidwell and Yemi for leading our worship.  
It was nice to see some new preachers . 
 
Marjorie's grandaugher had a marvellous time in South America, busy with work but  
also having time to catch some sights. Well done to Oliver for his award at Blackburn  
College. He was nominated for an award for endeavour and out of 3 people he  
successfully won it. 
 
Also in summer we had a naming ceremony led by Rev Lena Talbot for the son of 
Carley McCrudden and Kyle Martin, baby Aston Scott Alan Martin-McCrudden.  
 
We would like to thank the elders for the service they led on the 26th of August all 
about prayer and it was well received .  
 
 We had a few anniversaries to celebrate: Ste & Lisa, Phil & Janice and 
Dyfrig & Catherine. 
 
We at Bolton Road would like to thank Mel for the kind donation he gave  
towards the flower fund.  

 

Janice Entwistle  
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CENTRAL 

 

The storms of recent days have shown us that summer is now definitely over and we can 
look forward to the beautiful colours of Autumn. Many churches have now held their an-
nual Harvest service, including Central. We were so fortunate to have a lovely sunny 
morning for our Harvest celebration, with a Jacob’s Join to look forward to after the ser-
vice (a word should be said at this point to thank the many expert bakers in our congrega-
tion who give unstintingly of their time and energy to supply us with such lovely food). 
 
In our worship, Catherine asked various people in the church to hold up the individual 
letters spelling the word HARVEST. Out of these, amidst much merriment, came the 
words EAT, EARTH and SEA. Then it was found that the word STARVE was also there, 
together with the word TRASH – people throwing away food. The final word found was 
SHARE, carrying its own message. 
 
As well as the congregation giving gifts of food, everyone received a present from the 
church – an illustrated copy of the Gospel of Mark. 
 
Birthdays which have been mentioned include those of Afi, Liz, Lesley, Abigail, Ahija, 
Mary, Beryl S, Barbara, Geoff T, Karen, Adebola, Dorothy and Anne. 
 
Barbara and Harry, Bill and Paula, Gary and Eileen all celebrated their wedding anniver-
saries, Bill and Paula’s being their Silver. 
 

Many congratulations to all our young people who have done so well in their exams, with 

a special mention to Happiness and Lauren who are off to university.  

Karen’s son Tom has started a teaching job in Blackpool. We wish him well in his new life 
there. 
 
Rev Andrew Mudharara has now been inducted into the URC joint pastorate of Hinckley 
and Daventry – we pray for him and Candid in this fresh chapter of their life. We know 
how much they both have to offer and will contribute to people’s lives in their new situa-
tion. 
 
There were many people who we were asked to hold in our prayers in this time, among 
whom were Peter Blezard and Susan, Ann G, Ann A’s friend, Afi, Eileen’s mother in law 
Doris, Ron, Madge, Edith, Mavis’s friend Lynette, Alison’s friend Mark, Lee, Peter, Marga-
ret T, Michael, Geoff, Kathleen K’s friend Margaret, Humphrey, and all seeking a settled 
life in the UK. 

 

Janet Goodship 
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Monday    9.00 am to 11.00 am Mums and Tots 

Monday    6.00 pm to   9.30 pm Ballroom/Sequence Dancing 

Tuesday    9.30 am to 10.30 am Yoga for beginners 

Tuesday 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm Sweaty Mamas Exercise 

Wednesday   9.00 am to   1.30 pm Refugee Drop-In Club 

Wednesday   2.00 pm to   4.00 pm Ashleigh Singers 

Wednesday   6.00 pm to 9.30 pm Ballroom Dancing 

Every other Thursday in month   9.00 am to 12.00 noon P.R.O.B.U.S 

Thursday 5.30 pm to 9.00 pm Ballroom Dancing 

Friday 11.30 am to 12.30 pm Chair Yoga Class 

Saturday   8.00am  to  11.30  am      Slimming World 

Sunday   5.00 pm to 9.30 pm Jam Factory (arranged as required) 

GROUPS WHO MEET AT CENTRAL 

CENTRAL CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  
 
Midweek communion at Central URC  
Tuesday 12 noon  9th October and 13th November.  
  
Café Bible Study at Duckworth Street cafe 
10th October and 14th November at 10 am 
 
Central Fellowship 
Thursday Oct 4th Rev Daleen ten Cate  Communion 2.15 pm in Church 
Monday Oct 15th Child Action NW 7.30 pm in Church 
Thursday Oct. 25th Visit to Darwen Heritage Centre 2.30 pm 
Monday Nov  5th An evening of bangs and sparkles 7.30 pm at the home of Mrs Alizon Elliott. 
Thursday Nov 22nd Visit to Barton Grange Garden Centre.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
Book Club—  1st October  2 pm at the home of Anne Grimson.Tel 01254 703994 
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Word Search– Animals of the Bible 

Try to find the mystery answer: after you have found all the words, sort 
the left-over letters into the correct order to form the mystery answer. 

Adder, Ant, Bee, Calf, Camel, Cattle, Cheese, Cobra, Crowing, Den, Doe, 
Dog, Donkey, Dromedary, Eagle, Falcon, Feathers, Fish, Flock, Fly, Fowl, 
Fur, Goat, Graze, Hawk, Honey, Horse, Ivory, Jackal, Leather, Leopard, 
Lice, Lion, Locust, Ox, Peacock, Plague, Predator, Quail, Raven, Rooster, 
Sacrifice, Scorpion, Serpent, Sheep, Shepherd, Sparrow, Sponge, 
Strength, Swarm, Swine, Turtledove, Whale, Wolf, Worm 
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TRINITY 

 
On 2nd September we welcomed the family and friends of Jack Dominic Maudsley to 
Trinity as we celebrated his baptism. In a Lion King themed service, Catherine spoke of 
the significance of baptism and the importance of family in the upbringing of a child. We 
wish Jack and his family all the best in the future. 
 
We have celebrated a number of birthdays in the past couple of months, including those 
of Michael Weal, Emily Atkinson and Ruth Hilton, who celebrated her 80th. We hope you 
all enjoyed your special days. We also congratulated Emily on graduating from the Uni-
versity of Bath with a degree in Psychology. Continuing with the celebrations, we con-
gratulated Sylvia and Bill Soltau on the birth of their tenth great-grandchild. And finally, we 
were very pleased to hear that Callum Henry has secured a place at Lancaster Univer-
sity, and we wish him well as he embarks on this new and exciting stage of his life.  
 
In our prayers we have remembered Irene Oddie, Enid Kay, Connie and Tommy, Helen's 
sister Sue and her husband Steve, Ruth's friend, who has been cleared of breast cancer, 
Peter and Susan Blezard and their family, Lilian's niece Pamela, and Doreen's cousin, 
who is in intensive care in Cyprus.                                                                
 

Judith Atkinson 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you... 
 
We would like to thank everyone from Trinity and Central who sponsored us when 
we ran the Great North Run in September. Between us, we raised over £700 for 
Guide Dogs. Thanks again for your generosity. 
 
Judith and Rachel Atkinson 
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TOCKHOLES 

 

I went to visit a friend yesterday, and she told me she had done all of her Christmas 
Shopping. I was flabbergasted. She told me it was only 12 weeks until Christmas and I 
must admit I have seen decorations, cards and advent calendars creeping onto the 
shelves. So perhaps it’s a good time to let you know that, although the Victoria Hotel 
has sadly closed, we will still be celebrating ‘Lancashire Sings Christmas’ – but in the 
Rock Inn this year. Potato Pie will be served as we rejoice with carols. Radio Lanca-
shire have provisionally booked Thursday 20th December for the broadcast – so please 
put this in your diaries and join us on the night! 
 
On Sunday 19th August, Rev. Catherine Lewis Smith led the baptism service of Bertie 
Hetherington in our Chapel. Many congratulations to Family and Friends; we hope you 
had a lovely day of celebration. 
 
Congratulations to Mark and Ruth Marriner on becoming Grandparents for the first time 
on 22nd August. Isaac George was born to Luke and Bethan, and we wish you much 
health and happiness for the future. 
 
On Sunday 9th September, our Harvest service was led by Rev. Kathleen Ferguson, 
who grew up in Tockholes. She was welcomed to the service by old friends from the 
village, and family who joined her on the day. After the service, we all went to the Vil-
lage Hall for scrumptious Potato Pie and Mushy Peas – and I saw lots of people sharing 
photos with Kathleen of the time when she was in our Rose Queen at Chapel. What a 
lovely day of Harvest celebration. 

Emma Jump 
 
  

Has anyone got or do you know anyone who has a microwave to spare? 
 
I know someone who needs one in our church fellowship. 
 
Please contact me on 01254 774715 (you can leave a message)  
or email lizutherford@live.co.uk 
 
Many thanks 
 
Liz, Editor. 
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ñThough I have really enjoyed working with many within the Synod and 
the wider URC, I have personally found the role to be very isolating, 
losing that deep sense of belonging within a local Christian community, 
and where relationships with fellow ministers are framed by my role 
rather than a common sense of colleagueship. Some of you know too 
that Ruth and I struggled with the way in which óministryô was no longer 
something which we were sharing in together but rather something 
which I now ódidô aloneò. 
 
ñI hope that in responding to the call of my heart I have also heard the 
call of God as I take up this opportunity within congregations to serve 
in a new phase of ministryò. 
 

Let us be rightly thankful to God for Andrew’s ministry in the north west, sensi-
tive to Andrew’s response to God’s call to him to return to local church ministry, 
and prayerfully supportive of Andrew, Ruth and their family as they prepare for 
the move to the south coast.  
 
Let us also be prayerfully supportive of the churches of the North Western 
Synod, and of all who will be involved in the process of discernment concerning 
the impending vacancy. 
 
 
 
Rev John Proctor    Rev Brian Jolly 
General Secretary of the URC  Clerk of North Western Synod   
 
 
4th September 2018     
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A statement concerning the future ministry of Rev Andrew Mills 
 
We write to let you know that Rev Andrew Mills, Moderator of the North Western 
Synod of the United Reformed Church, has accepted a call to return to local 
church ministry. Andrew is to serve in Southern Synod as minister of Christ 
Church (UM) Lewes, Cross Way (UM) Seaford and Alfriston Mission Project. He 
and Ruth expect to move there early in 2019. 
 
Andrew has been Synod Moderator since September 2015. During his years of 
ministry in the north west Andrew has encouraged the Synod to reflect carefully 
on what it means to Walk the Way of Jesus and on how members of local con-
gregations can best be helped to develop their discipleship. As a consequence of 
his leadership the Synod Meeting adopted a Missional Discipleship strategy dedi-
cated to helping churches focus on this aspect of their calling. Andrew has also 
led the Synod to reorganise the way in which stipendiary ministry is deployed, so 
that ministers’ time and gifts can be focussed in the most fruitful way possible on 
God’s mission. In the wider church Andrew has shared in the ministries of the 
Moderators’ Meeting and the Northerly Synods. In each setting he has been un-
stinting in giving of his time and energy, and his friendship and thoughtfulness 
have been highly valued.  
 
Andrew offers the following reflection:  
 
 ñIt has been a privilege to serve the denomination in the role of Moderator of 
 the North Western Synod and particularly during a period where the Synod 
 has been wrestling with significant challenges that confront the whole 
 church. The decision to move mid-term has not been taken lightlyò. 
 
 ñOne of the particular joys for me during this time has been to meet with 
 groups from local congregations a few weeks prior to leading worship on a 
 Sunday, so that we could get to know each other a little more and to explore 
 some of the mission going on as they shared the Good News of Jesus in 
 their community in varied ways. However, these times also stirred within me 
 a sense of loss, in that I was no longer able to participate in such patterns of 
 work directly and share in the witness of Godôs people in these waysò. 
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NEW CHURCH 

 
Here we are – three quarters way through the year and Autumn is upon us. Time once 
again has flown since the last magazine and we’ve been busy. 
 
An update on the Morecambe Bay walk which five of us did in July to raise money for 
Action for Children.  £325 in sponsor money + £50 registration fees raised the grand total 
of £375. Well done team New Church -  an excellent effort. 
 
I also mentioned in the last magazine that we, along with our Anglican friends from St. 
Barnabas, were having a pitch at Darwen Gala. I’m pleased to report we had a fabulous 
day showing hospitality by offering free drinks as a simple way of sharing God’s love. (All 
in compostable cups). We had a simple prayer space in the form of a trellis where rib-
bons could be tied as a way of offering up a prayer for a loved one or a particular situa-
tion. Free hook-a-duck for the children was on offer and we gave out over 100 bible story 
books, lollies and balloons bearing a  Christian message.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also had some great conversations with those who popped in to see us. A wonderful, 
fun-filled way of getting out into the community to share God’s love and sowing some 
seeds. Many thanks to Rev. Louise for her organisational skills and to all from New 
Church and Spring Vale who came along to help and share some time with us. 
 
On August Bank Holiday we held our usual table top sale. There were a variety of stalls 
and pasty, peas and drinks on offer for lunch. It was a most successful day and the total 

amount raised so far is over £700 with more money to come in. 
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Our well-being group “Time” has re-commenced after its summer break and we have a 
varied weekly programme arranged up to Christmas. It has been wonderful to see some 
new faces attending and hope they are enjoying their Friday Afternoons. We invite you to 
come along and enjoy some fellowship with old friends and meet some new ones. We 
look forward to welcoming you.  
 
Prior to our summer break some of us were knitting poppies which are to be used to 
decorate our cross in Church on Remembrance Sunday and I am pleased to report that 
we have a multitude of poppies. In addition I made a personal commitment to knit 100 
poppy brooches which will go on sale from mid October with all proceeds going to the 
Royal British Legion. (Only another 20 to make as I write so I think I’ll manage to com-
plete the task) If anyone would like to purchase one I can be found down at New Church 
between 12-3.30 pm Mondays and Fridays.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our home group has also recommenced and has been renamed simply The fellowship 
group. We will now be meeting fortnightly in the prayer room at New Church. We have 
some great things lined up for study and discussion and we’re a very friendly bunch from 
New Church and Spring Vale and everyone is welcome to come along and join us. We 
normally meet on Thursday evenings  at 7.30 pm but because of other commitments we 
have had to reschedule our next meeting to Wednesday 3rd October, but will then revert 
back to Thursdays.  
 
It has been such a blessing to see several new faces in Church recently. We warmly 
welcome them and pray they will be blessed as they worship with us. We welcome back 
Ruth and David, both of whom are making good progress recovering from surgery and 
Edna, now well enough to be back worshipping with us. 
 
We continue to hold in prayer all those known to us and in need of prayer. 
 
Until next time, love and blessings from all at New Church.                
 

Karen Rowley 
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Hinckley and Daventry United Reformed Churches ordained and inducted their new 
Minister Rev. Andrew Mudharara to both churches. 
 
Rev. Andrew, who is originally from Zimbabwe, trained at Northern College and will 
live in Hinckley. 
 
Rev. Andrew said, “I am thrilled to serve both churches and be part of the local com-
munity, working in partnership with my fellow church leaders and supporting a variety 
of agencies.  I have had a wonderful welcome and just can’t wait to meet everyone”. 
 
Married to Candid, who is a Nurse in the RAF, he will be concentrating on getting to 
know the towns and the amazing people who serve the local community and 
churches. 
 
Hinckley Church Secretary, Tony Wallis, said:  “We welcome Andrew and Candid into 
our churches and look forward to working together.  Andrew comes to us with lots of 
experience, especially in Africa where he was a Pastor.” 
 
Picture from L to R Rev. Paul Stokes, Rev. Andrew Mudharara, Candid Mashira, Rev. 
Geoff Townsend, Rev. Dr. Noel Irwin and Revd Dr Deborah Baird.  
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Ministerôs letter from Catherine 

As I write, I am about to catch a plane to Georgetown in Guyana, my first trip to South 
America. I am travelling with the Council for World Mission, daughter charity of the London 
Missionary Society. Although I am going somewhere entirely new I feel as though I am 
going home to family, because through CWM I have a world church family. I think of my 
Christian brother on the pacific Island of Tuvalu, of a fellow student who is senior pastor in 
a church in Singapore, of sisters serving the churches in Zimbabwe who told me hair rais-
ing stories of government pressure placed upon them. Who is my brother, my sister, my 
mother - as Jesus wondered once? You are, people in Darwen, and so are God's children 
all across the globe. 
 
Christian mission used to be 'mission to...', mission to a village in Zambia, or to an Island 
like Madagascar, or to a poor community in Britain. Trained Christian workers went from 
richer churches and nations to poorer communities to act as leader and encyclopedia and 
peacemaker and interpreter. Sometimes this work was evangelism and sometimes the 
provision of basic services like hospitals, schools, orphanages. CWM moved on from the 
old view of mission 40 years ago, having been inspired by the Spirit to understand that 
mission goes 'from everywhere to everywhere'. Our nearest CWM missionary is in Man-
chester, a Taiwanese minister working with international students at the University of Man-
chester. Throughout the UK are ministers from partner churches working in communities 
that had turned their back on church. 
 
Mission to ... Is an old model that we are being encouraged to give up. What if we thought 
instead of 'Mission with...' in which we work with our community and with partner agencies 
to meet community needs together? I see this happening in Darwen, not only at the DARE 
drop-in but in the Darwen Food Alliance which brings together the Darwen Food Larder 
and other emergency food providers, people who sometimes go hungry, council workers 
and agencies, and church leaders. I am inspired by the work being done by Christians 
Against Poverty and teenagers from our local schools who are now nationally respected 
'experts by experience' able to share powerful and influential stories of going hungry in 
Darwen. 
 
It is these Darwen-based stories I will be sharing as I meet with our world church family, 
and they will inspire others, as they inspire me. I take your greetings with me as I travel, 
and will return with the love and best wishes of our family in the Americas and the Carib-
bean. 
 
Muddy Church meets on Saturday 6th October at 10am on the Lower Darwen recreation 
ground: follow the signs from Trinity church. Muddy Church is free to attend. Children must 
bring along an adult. Scavanger hunts, games, outdoor play, wild craft and quiet time at 
the firepit. We love to celebrate God's good earth. Meeting outside in any weather: wellies 
on, we're ready for anything. 
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR THE WELLBEING CAFÉ 
 

AUTUMN 2018 AT NEW CHURCH 
 
 
 
 

Sept.  7th  Welcome meeting, general chat. 
Sept. 14th   Guest Speaker: Jane Dadswell -Travel Assist 
Sept. 21st   Whist & Domino Drive 
Sept. 28th   Guest Speaker: Norman Pearson – Humour in the pulpit 
Oct. 5th   Cookery Demonstration & tasting – Elizabeth  
Oct. 12th   Guest Speaker: Lynne Jones – Working in Orphanages in Bethlehem                                                              
Oct. 19th   Old fashioned afternoon tea (Jacobs Join) 
Oct. 26th   Guest Speaker:  Eunice Faulkner – Blackburn Cat Rescue & Animal 
   Welfare (special guest) 
Nov. 2nd  Quiz day 
Nov. 9th   Photograph afternoon 
Nov. 16th   Hand-made cards 
Nov. 23rd  Bingo & Beetle Drive 
Nov. 30th   Music Afternoon with Karen Rowley and Val Gregory 
Dec. 7th   Christmas table decorations 
Dec. 14th  Christmas party 
 

REFRESHMENTS - £1  

 
LOOK OUT FOR THE WINTER /SPRING PROGRAMME 2019 
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Yoga in Chairs 
Starts September 7th Friday 

11:30-12:30pm 
£7 drop in or 6 classes for £36 

Central United Reformed Church                                                   
Duckworth St  Darwen                                                   

   
Would you like to be a bit more active but have lost confidence due to 

health issues, age or other circumstances? 
Why not try Yoga in Chairs? 

 

 EVENTS 

Support Friends of Darwen Cemetery 
Step Back 70’s, 80’s and 90’s Disco Night 

Saturday 27th October   
Hollins Grove Conservative Club 7.30 pm to late 

Tickets £7 
Enquiries – Contact secretary@darwencemetery.org.uk 

Muddy Church meets on Saturday 6th October at 10am on the Lower Dar-
wen recreation ground: follow the signs from Trinity church. Muddy Church 
is free to attend. Children must bring along an adult. Scavanger hunts, 
games, outdoor play, wild craft and quiet time at the firepit. We love to cele-
brate God's good earth. Meeting outside in any weather: wellies on, we're 
ready for anything. 
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Lest we forget 
 

Join the Unity Choir for an evening of reflection and commemoration  
to mark the centenary of the end of the First World War. 
Tuesday 6th November at 7pm New Methodist Church. 

 

A collection will be taken in aid of The British Legion. 

Brenda’s Quiz 
Saturday 10th Nov 7.30 start at Darwen Masonic Hall 

Teams of up to 6 -  £5 per person 
To book a team please contact Norman Jepson 

Home number 01254 771176 

NEW CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR 
 

Saturday 17th November from 11.00 am to 2.30 pm 

Various stalls, lunches and fellowship 

All welcome 

Central United Reformed Church 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
by the Ashleigh Singers 

Thursday, 13th December at 2.15 pm  

with Christmas refreshments : Tickets £5 

“Lancashire Sings Christmas”  at the Rock Inn, Tockholes 
Thursday 20th December  

Potato Pie Supper 
   

mailto:secretary@darwencemetery.org.uk

